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More than 20 civic artd neigh- 
borhood groups honl Montgomery 
,irid Prince George's counties an- 
nounced a new coalition yesterday 
to fight Gnv Ahher! L. Ekhch Jf.*s 
(R) proposal to widen the Capital 
Heltway by adding exptes toH 
lanes. 

Maryland officials are studying 
addlng one lane to each loop of thc 
Belhmy. A? existing lane on each 
lorq~ also wcdd be converted ta a 
toll lane, n~aking most of Mary 
land's section of the hi4hway three 

free lanes and two express toit 
litz~es in each ddircction. Toll iwu, 
rather than twpayerdollars, would 
finance the priljwt. 

Mcmbers of the new oppodt!on 
ywp. Citizens Against Beltway 
Expansion, said they have begun 
distributing f l i ~ r s  to more than 
ZU,OOC) homes saying thc project 
would threaten nearby neighbor- 
huuds, fail to  provide relief frnm 
c~ngestion and unfairly favor 
wealthy motmistu. 

hstead, they said, Maryland 
should build an eastwest transit 
link, called the Bi-Cou~~ty Ttansit- 
way or Purple Line, improve bus 

Plan to Add Toll Lanes 
service and make cornmuriitics 
more pedestrian-friendly. 

T n e  majority of people would 
be stuck in the regular travri 
lanes" lbny Hausnet, n coalition 
member and Silver Spring resi- 
dent, said at a news conference in 
the Montgomery County Council 
office building mtcrday. m o w  
people wodd be tnytlhgin a gnd -  
lock situation." 

Mont gornery Council President 
George L. Levmu { D A i  Large) 
and council member Steven A. Sil- 
wman (D-At Large), who is run- 
rling for county exmtive, also 
spoke against widening the Belt- 

my, which they said would cvnlc 
at the expense of transit prujects. 

Warylatld highway ufiiaIs said 
express toU lanes wor~ld enable 
thcm to add ruad rapacity paid for 
by moturists seeking alremative5 
tir sittj1;g in traffic Studies of 5irni- 
lar projects in Texas an11 Lalifurnia 
have shown that' tlie income levejs 
of motorists using tell l d l i e s  werc 
similar to those using remlar 
Iaiirs, the uificials d i d  The st~die.; 
found :hat m~)torir;tu werp willing 
to  pay to g ~ t  ssnrn~placc quickly. 

"The goal here is to be able iu 
develop prujcctv where the user 
fees pay lor thcm, su wr'rc not di- 

to Beltway 
verting money away irnm p r j ~ c t s  
like the Hi-County Transitway," 
st i l l  Neil J. Pederscn, Maryland's 
highway arirninistrator "We're 
really Ining to move i u m r d  on 
hoth at the samt time." 

Maryland and Virginiii are joint- 
ly studyirig express :oll lanes for 
parts nI Lhe Ijt.liwdy near the 
Woodruw Wihm :~nd .4rnprican 
Legiun bridges. firginla has 
signed a $900 millinn deal to build 
toll lanes that would remain free tu 
carpools #on other parts of the Brit- 
way and IS pursuing p l a ~ l s i u  buJd 
thcm on a !?&mile strvlch of ln- 
terstatt.3 95 dnd 3%. 

Maryland will begin build in^ 
first rxpless toll Itlncu on : 
north of Baltirnorc next week 
is studying the addhion of s 
lanes to the Beltway and Inters 
27(1. 


